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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to the request for reconsideration filed December 26, 2008. 

2. Claims 15 and 37-40 were amended. 

3 . The reference Hendricks et al. cited below incorporates by reference US Patent No. 
4,200, 700, which is in error and should refer to US Patent No. 4,200, 770, which describes the 
Diffie-Hellman key exchange algorithm. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1, 2, 5-6, 13, 19, and 35-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hendricks et al. (US Patent No. 7,298,851) (hereinafter Hendricks) . 

As per claims 1, 5-6, 13, and 35-40, Hendricks teaches the method comprising: a seed 
generation server providing a first string to a seed generation client; the seed generation client 
generating a second string, and sending the second string to the seed generation server; the seed 
generation client generating the seed as a function of at least the first string and the second 
string; and the seed generation server independently generating the seed as a function of at least 
the first string and the second string (column 42, lines 1-15, Hendricks teaches a method wherein 
a seed key is independently generated by both the sender and recipient after negotiation 
information is exchanged using a key exchange algorithm such as Diffie-Hellman, exemplified in 
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US Patent 4,200, 770. The Diffie-Hellman key exchange comprises the sender and receiver each 
generating a string, which is sent to the other party. Upon receipt of the string, both the sender 
and receiver are able to independently generate a random value, the seed key, as a function of at 
least the first and second strings.). 

Hendricks does not explicitly teach the method wherein the second string is encrypted 
before being sent to the seed generation server. However, Examiner takes OFFICIAL NOTICE 
that it would have been well known and obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to encrypt values communicated during a key agreement/exchange protocol in 
order to provide secure key generation. As such, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
skill in the art to encrypt the second string with a public key of the seed generation server or 
alternatively, to encrypt the second string with a secret key shared by the seed generation client 
and the seed generation server . 

Additionally, Hendricks teaches the method and apparatus wherein the seed generation 
client is associated with a first processing device and the seed generation server is associated 
with a second processing device (column 21, lines 18-20, the home system which serves as the 
recipient comprises of a processor and memory; column 9, lines 9-10, the operations center 
which serves as the sender comprises of a processor coupled to a memory). Similarly, Hendricks 
teaches a machine-readable storage medium containing one or more software programs for 
secure generation of a seed (column 63, lines 9-11, security related activities may be done in 
software using a standard processor). 

As per claim 2, Hendricks teaches the method of claim 1 as applied above. 
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Hendricks does not explicitly teach the method wherein the seed comprises a symmetric 
key. However, Hendricks teaches a method of generating a seed using a key exchange/agreement 
algorithm (column 31, lines 51-67, a seed key is generated by using a hey exchange algorithm 
such as the Diff-Hellman key exchange algorithm.). As such, it would have been obvious for one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to utilize the same seed key generation 
method taught by Hendricks to create a symmetric key as both a seed and a key simply comprise 
of a random value. One would have been motivated to do so as it is clear that Hendricks teaches 
that the structure of the seed and the symmetric key may be equivalent. 

As per claim 19, Hendricks teaches the method of claim 1, as applied above. Hendricks 
additionally teaches the method wherein the second string comprises a combination of at least 
two component strings, including at least a first component generated in the seed generation 
client by interaction with the seed generation server and a second component previously stored in 
the seed generation client (The Diffie-Hellman key exchange algorithm, which is incorporated by 
reference in Hendricks, teaches each party independently generating the random value, the seed 
key, using the exchanged two values, in addition to two previously stored values, q and a. See 
column 4, lines 11-13 of Patent No. 4,200,770). 

6. Claim 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hendricks in 
view of Fielder et al. (US Patent No. 5963646) (hereinafter Fielder). 

As per claim 15, Hendricks teaches the method of claim 1, as applied above. 

Hendricks does not teach the method wherein the server initiates the seed generation 
process responsive to receipt of a command. 
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However, Fielder teaches the method wherein the seed generation server initiates the seed 
generation process responsive to receipt of a command (column 3, lines 22-33, a seed is 
generated and applied through a hash function to provide the key; column 7, lines 38-40, an 
activation code initiates the generation of this process). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine the teachings of Hendricks with Fielder in order to initiate generation of a seed based 
upon receipt of a command. One would have been motivated to do so as this would allow the 
party that submits the command to direct the generation of the seed as needed, giving an 
increased level of control which allows the seed generation process to be "automated" and 
efficient. 

7. Claims 3, 4, and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hendricks in view of Burnett et al. (2001) (hereinafter Burnett). 

As per claims 3 and 4, Hendricks teaches the method of claim 1 as applied above. 

Hendricks does not explicitly teach the method wherein the seed is generated as a 
function of a combination of the second string and identifying information associated with the 
seed generation server. 

However, Burnett teaches the method wherein the seed is generated as a function of a 
combination of the second string and identifying information associated with the seed generation 
server (pp. 249, Burnett describes a version of the Dijfie-Hellman key agreement in which the 
recipient's public key is combined with the sender's private key to generate a shared key). 
Burnett describes how the public key infrastructure provides a mechanism by which a public key 
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is bound to a user in such a manner as to properly authenticate the user's identity (pp. 1 71-1 72). 
In doing so, the tamperproof binding of the public key to the user allows one to be able to 
securely rely upon the public key to identify the user who possesses it. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
that the recipient who contributes a public key in the Diffie-Hellman key agreement may be the 
server, and that the identifying information associated with the server comprises a public key of 
the server . Additionally, it would have been obvious to combine the teachings of Hendricks with 
that of Burnett in order to generate a seed as a function of a second string and one or more of a 
first string and identifying information associated with a seed generation server so as to provide a 
manner of authenticating the seed generated by a server through interaction with a client. Doing 
so would ensure that the generation of the seed is more secure, as the server is guaranteed to 
have been associated with the generation process. 

As per claim 29, Hendricks teaches the method of claim 1 as applied above. Hendricks 
does not explicitly teach the method wherein the generated seed is used to replace an existing 
seed known to both the seed generation client and the seed generation server. 

However, Burnett teaches that pseudo-random number generators are deterministic, such 
that changing the seed would change the outputted pseudo-random number. Additionally, 
Burnett teaches that unlike true random number generators, whose input is constantly changing 
on its own on a random basis, it is important for the user to ensure that the input (the seed) to a 
pseudo-random number generator to change each time you want to generate a new number to 
serve as an encryption key (pp. 28). Burnett describes how key management protocols support 
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the function of key updates, through which key pairs used in an asymmetric cryptography system 
must be updated regularly by replacing key pairs with new ones (pp. 183). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to combine the teachings of Hendricks with Burnett in order to randomly generate 
new seeds to replace existing seeds , which can then be used as input to key generators to produce 
new encryption keys. One would have been motivated to do so, as seeds are used as inputs to 
pseudo-random number generators to produce long strings that may be used as encryption keys, 
and changing encryption keys on a regular basis provides increased security against brute-force 
attacks; in the case of encryption keys which are generated from deterministic pseudo-random 
generators, it is necessary for the input (the seed) to be changed in order to generate new keys 
which may then replace old keys. 

8. Claims 20-21, and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hendricks in view of Fielder and further in view of Burnett. 

As per claim 20, Hendricks teaches the method of claim 1, as applied above. 

Hendricks does not teach the method wherein the seed is generated by applying a 
cryptographic algorithm to an additional string generated utilizing the first string, the second 
string, and the key. 

However, Fielder teaches the method wherein the seed is generated by applying a 
cryptographic algorithm to an additional string generated utilizing the first string, the second 
string, and the key (column 3, lines 50-52, the first string, a constant value, may combined with a 
second string, the E-Key seed, through a sequence of cryptographic steps to provide an input 
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(seed) to a secure hash function; column 3, lines 53-55, the E-Key seed and constant value may 
be encrypted). 

It would have been obvious for one or ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine the teachings of Hendricks with that of Fielder in order apply a block cipher with a 
feedback mode by repeatedly apply the cryptographic algorithm to successive portions of the 
additional string. 

One would have been motivated to do so as a block cipher comprises one type of 
symmetric key algorithm and utilizing a feedback mode solves the problem of copies of 
ciphertext resulting from applying a block cipher, which an attacker might identify as a repeated 
pattern (Burnett, pp. 40). By repeatedly applying the algorithm to portions of the additional 
string, the seed appears more random, and therefore becomes more resistant to attacks. 

As per claim 21, Hendricks, Fielder, and Burnett teach the method of claim 20 as applied 
above. Additionally, Fielder further teaches the method wherein the additional string generated 
utilizing the first string, the second string and the key comprises a concatenation of the first 
string, the second string, and the key (column 3, lines 49-52, a constant value, the first string, 
may be combined with the E-Key seed, the second string, through a sequence of logic, algebraic, 
and/or cryptographic steps). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to concatenate the first string, the second string, and the key prior to 
applying a cryptographic algorithm to the generated string in order to produce a seed, as 
concatenation is one of the simplest methods of combining two bit sequences. 

As per claim 25, Hendricks, Fielder, and Burnett teach the method of claim 20 as applied 
above. Additionally, Fielder teaches the method wherein the cryptographic algorithm comprises 
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an encryption operation (column 2, lines 23-25, encryption algorithms are required to generate 
an encryption key, which may be used as a seed, as stated earlier). 

9. Claims 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hendricks 
in view of Saito et al. (US Patent No. 6125186) (hereinafter Saito). 

As per claim 16, Hendricks teaches the method of claim 1, but does not teach the method 
wherein the seed generation server initiates the seed generation process responsive to receipt of a 
request initiated by the seed generation client. 

However, Saito teaches a server establishing an encrypted communication path after 
receiving a message from the client (Figure 4A, client sends notice of start-up completion), 
which is followed by the actual encryption and decryption processing to be performed. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine the teaching of Hendricks with Saito, in order for the server to initiate the seed 
generation process responsive to receipt of a request by the client, as it is necessary to establish 
an encrypted communication path before any processes may be initiated. For cryptographic 
protocols, it is important to change the key needed for encryption in order to increase security 
(column 3, lines 28-30). In addition, for protocols utilizing deterministic keys which can be 
independently generated, changing a key produced by a pseudo-random number generator 
necessitates changing the seed used for input. Therefore, optimally secure cryptographic 
protocols would generate a new session key (and therefore a new seed) upon the establishment of 
a new connection between the server and client. 
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As per claim 17, Hendricks and Saito teach the method of claim 16 as applied above. 
Saito further teaches the method of generating a seed in which the seed generation client 
provides the seed generation server with information indicating one or more processing 
algorithms suitable for use in the seed generation process (column 6, lines 18-21; an instruction 
signal is sent which indicates which cryptographic processing unit corresponding to a particular 
algorithm is to be used). 

10. Claims 7-8, 11-12, 14, and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hendricks in view of Kaliski, Jr. (US Pre-Grant Publication 2001/0055388) (hereinafter 
Kaliski). 

As per claim 7, Hendricks teaches the method of claim 1 , but does not teach the method 
wherein the seed aencration client comprises or is otherwise associated with an authentication 
token. 

However, Kaliski teaches (paragraph [0006-0007] , private data may be stored on a 
token that is physically connected to a client) a client which is connected to an authentication 
token. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine the teaching of Hendricks with Kaliski in order to associate a seed generation client 
with an authentication token so as to provide a device which may hold private data which 
combined with other data may generate a seed. One would have been motivated to do so as 
utilizing a token allows for a more secure generation protocol, resulting in an attacker having less 
opportunity to attempt to steal the private data used by the client, as data on a token is only 
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accessible when connected to a client. Should an attacker compromise a client, they may not 
necessarily gain access to the private data since it is not stored on the client itself, but rather on a 
token. 

As per claim 8, Hendricks teaches the method of claim 1, but does not teach the method 
wherein the seed generation server comprises or is otherwise associated with an authentication 
entity. 



However, Kaliski teaches (paragraph [0019], Kaliski teaches the use of verification 
servers, which may or may not also be the servers together with a client generate a strong secret, 
which may be used as a seed) a server which comprises or is otherwise associated with an 
authentication entity. Kaliski describes verification servers which provide authentication of the 
regenerated strong secret. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine the teaching of Hendricks with that of Kaliski in order to associate a seed generation 
server with an authentication entity so as to provide a mechanism for authentication of a 
generated seed created by deterministic means (paragraph [0019], Kaliski describes how 
authentication could help determine if an unauthorized entity is attempting to regenerate the 
strong secret). One would have been motivated to do so as an authenticated seed provides for a 
more secure seed generation and consequently key generation. 

As per claim 1 1 , Hendricks teaches the method of claim 1 , but does not teach the method 
wherein the seed generation server sends the generated seed to an authentication entity. 

However, Kaliski teaches (paragraph [0019], Kaliski teaches the use of verification 
servers, which may or may not also be the servers together with a client generate a strong secret, 
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which may be used as a seed) a server which comprises or is otherwise associated with an 
authentication entity. Kaliski describes verification servers which provide authentication of the 
regenerated strong secret. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine the teaching of Hendricks with that of Kaliski in order to send a generated seed to an 
authentication entity, so as to provide a mechanism for authentication of a generated seed created 
by deterministic means (paragraph [0019], Kaliski describes how authentication could help 
determine if an unauthorized entity is attempting to regenerate the strong secret). One would 
have been motivated to do so as an authenticated seed provides for a more secure seed generation 
and consequently key generation. In addition, in the case where the authentication entity may 
not be the same as the seed generation server, it is clear that there needs to be a way for the 
server to send the generated seed to the authentication entity to perform appropriate 
authentication. 

As per claim 12, Hendricks and Kaliski teach the method of claim 1 1 as applied above. 
Kaliski further teaches the method wherein the seed generation server also sends user identifying 
information associated with the seed to the authentication entity. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to send user identifying information 
associated with the data to be authenticated. In doing so, one would be able to determine if the 
seed was regenerated by the appropriate entities by checking the regenerated seed against a 
database or other entity that has bound the seed with an identity, as is done in public key 
infrastructure. 
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As per claim 14, Hendricks teaches the method of claim 1, but does not teach the method 
wherein the seed generation client and the seed generation server communicate with one another 
through at least one intermediary processing device. 

However, Kaliski teaches the method wherein the client in concert with an intermediary 
processing device provides a string to be used to generate a strong secret (paragraph [0054], a 
generating client takes data stored in a token, the intermediary processing device, in order to 
generate a weak secret, which is then combined with a server's string in order to produce a 
strong secret). It is clear that a token may communicate with a server via an intermediary 
processing device, such as a client, which is able to read the data stored on a token. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in that art at the time of the invention 
to combine the teaching of Hendricks with Kaliski in order for a seed generation client and 
server to communicate through an intermediary device so as to provide for a more secure 
generation protocol, as an attacker has less opportunity to attempt to steal the private data used 
by the client, as data on a token is only accessible when connected to a client. Should an attacker 
compromise a client, they may not necessarily gain access to the private data since it is not stored 
on the client itself, but rather on a token. 

As per claim 28, Hendricks teaches the method of claim 1 , but does not teach the method 
wherein the seed generation server stores the generated seed in an authentication entity. 

However, Kaliski teaches (paragraph [0019], Kaliski teaches the use of verification 
servers, which may or may not also be the servers together with a client generate a strong secret, 
which may be used as a seed) a server which comprises or is otherwise associated with an 
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authentication entity. Kaliski describes verification servers which provide authentication of the 
regenerated strong secret. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine the teaching of Hendricks with that of Kaliski in order to store the generated seed in 
an authentication entity so as to provide a mechanism for authentication of a generated seed 
created by deterministic means (paragraph [0019], Kaliski describes how authentication could 
help determine if an unauthorized entity is attempting to regenerate the strong secret). One 
would have been motivated to do so as an authenticated seed provides for a more secure seed 
generation and consequently key generation. 

In addition, in the case where the authentication entity may not be the same as the seed 
generation server, it is clear that there needs to be a way for the server to send the generated seed 
to the authentication entity to perform appropriate authentication. Kaliski teaches that the server 
may store the generated seed in an authentication entity (paragraph [0016], Kaliski describes 
how the verification server [s] may store verifier data). Once the generated seed is sent to the 
authentication entity, the entity will be able to determine if the identity may be verified by 
referring to some record previously stored in the authentication entity that has evidence of the 
seed bound to a user, similar to the authentication of public keys in PKI. 

1 1 . Claims 9 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hendricks in view of Yatsukawa (US Patent No. 61480404). 

As per claim 9, Hendricks teaches the method of claim 1, but does not teach the method 
wherein the seed generation server sends an authentication code to the seed generation client, the 
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authentication code proving knowledge of the generated seed and instructing the seed generation 
client to store the generated seed. 

However, Yatsukawa teaches the method wherein the client stores the generated seed 
upon receipt of an authentication code by the server (Figure 13, the client stores authentication 
data D 2 upon receiving a message of "grant" indicating the authentication processing result 
from the server). Notification of grant of the authentication request received from the 
authentication server assures that both the server's knowledge of the generated authentication 
data matches that of the client (column 13, lines 23-29). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify the teaching of Hendricks with Yatsukawa in order send an authentication code which 
proves knowledge of a generated seed and instructs a client to store said seed, so as to ensure that 
the appropriate seed is stored by the client. Such an authentication method would make it 
difficult for an unauthorized entity to replace the seed which was securely generated with a false 
seed right before it is stored. 

As per claim 27, Hendricks teaches the method of claim 1 , but does not teach the method 
wherein the seed generation client stores the generated seed in an authentication token. 

However, Yatsukawa teaches the client storing a seed (Figure 13, the client stores seed 
data used for generating authentication data). Yatsukawa also teaches a client which is 
associated with an authentication token (Figure 5). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine the teaching of Hendricks with Yatsukawa in order to store a generated seed in an 
authentication token, so as to provide increased security in generating a seed, as storing personal 
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data such as the seed within a token allows it to be managed relatively safely and makes 
"masquerading" by an unauthorized entity in the generation protocol generally difficult 
(Yatsukawa, column 9, lines 45-51). 

12. Claims 23-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hendricks 
in view of Fielder and further in view of Burnett, and further in view of Carro et al. (US Pre- 
Grant Publication 2002/0013794) (hereinafter Carro). 

As per claims 23 and 24, Hendricks, Fielder, and Burnett teach the method of claim 20, 
but do not teach the method wherein the cryptographic algorithm comprises a one- way 
cryptographic operation. 

However, Carro teaches the generating a seed (Figure 3, a seed is generated from 
applying a function to a string 'cText ' with a secret key) from two strings (a secret-key and a 
string 'cText') through the use of one-way hashing (paragraph [0026]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine the teachings of Hendricks, Fielder, and Burnett with Carro, in order to generate a 
seed by applying a one-way hashing algorithm, as one-way hashing provides a mechanism in 
which a deterministic value may be generated such that the same seed is not produced from 
different combinations of strings. 

13. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hendricks in 
view of Yatsukawa, and further in view of Carro. 
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As per claim 10, Hendricks and Yatsukawa teach the method of claim 9 as applied above, 
but do not teach the method wherein the authentication code is crypto graphically derived from a 
secret key shared by the seed generation client and the seed generation server. 

More specifically, Yatsukawa teaches enciphering seed data by a secret key (column 11, 
lines 40-43) in order to generate an authentication code sent from one party to another in order to 
provide authentication. The authentication code taught by Yatsukawa was derived from a private 
key of an asymmetric key pair. 

However, Cairo teaches that one type of authentication code, known as a MAC, is often 
computed from a secret key shared only by the sender and receiver (paragraph [0003]). It would 
have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the 
teachings of Hendricks and Yatsukawa with Cairo in order to cryptographically derive the 
authentication code from a secret key, rather than a private key associated with the client. 

14. Claims 30-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hendricks 
in view of Burnett, and further in view of Yatsukawa and further in view of Kaliski. 

As per claim 30, Hendricks and Burnett teach the method of claim 29, but do not teach 
the method wherein the generated seed is used to replace an existing seed in an authentication 
token associated with the seed generation client and in an authentication entity associated with 
the seed generation server. 

However, Yatsukawa teaches the client storing a seed (Figure 13, the client stores seed 
data used for generating authentication data). Yatsukawa also teaches a client which is 
associated with an authentication token (Figure 5). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine the teachings of Hendricks and Burnett with Yatsukawa in order to replace an 
existing seed in an authentication token and an authentication entity, so as to provide increased 
security in generating a seed, as storing personal data such as the seed within a token allows it to 
be managed relatively safely and makes "masquerading" by an unauthorized entity in the 
generation protocol generally difficult (Yatsukawa, column 9, lines 45-51). 

Kaliski teaches that the server may store the generated seed in an authentication entity 
(paragraph [0016], Kaliski describes how the verification server [s], which provide 
authentication of the regenerated strong secret, may store verifier data). Once the generated 
seed is sent to the authentication entity, the entity will be able to determine if the identity may be 
verified by referring to some record previously stored in the authentication entity that has 
evidence of the seed bound to a user, similar to the authentication of public keys in PKI. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine the teachings of Hendricks, Fielder, Burnett, and Yatsukawa with that of Kaliski in 
order to provide a mechanism for authentication of a generated seed created by deterministic 
means (paragraph [0019], Kaliski describes how authentication could help determine if an 
unauthorized entity is attempting to regenerate the strong secret). Additionally, it would have 
been obvious to combine the teachings in order to replace an existing seed in an authentication 
token associated with the seed generation client and in an authentication entity associated with 
the seed generation server , for increased security, as stated earlier. 

As per claim 31, Hendricks, Burnett, Yatsukawa, and Kaliski teach the method of claim 
30 as applied above. Yatsukawa further teaches the method wherein the authentication token 
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replaces the existing seed with the generated seed after the receipt of a signal from the 
authentication entity (Abstract, upon receiving a grant from the server, which performs 
authentication, the client stores the data as seed data in place of the first seed data). 

As per claim 32, Hendricks, Burnett, Yatsukawa, and Kaliski teach the method of claim 
3 1 as applied above. Yatsukawa further teaches the method wherein the signal comprises an 
authentication code cryptographically derived from the seed (column 11, lines 40-43, Yatsukawa 
teaches enciphering seed data by a secret key in order to generate authentication data sent from 
one party to another in order to provide authentication; Figure 13, after comparison of the 
authentication data, the client/server stores the new seed data in the place of the old one). 

As per claim 33, Hendricks, Burnett, Yatsukawa, and Kaliski teach the method of claim 
30 as applied above. Yatsukawa further teaches the method wherein the existing seed is replaced 
with the generated seed after receipt of a signal. (Abstract, upon receiving a grant from the 
server, which performs authentication, the client stores the data as seed data in place of the first 
seed data). Yatsukawa teaches replaces the existing seed in a client upon authentication from a 
server, but does not teach an authentication entity replacing the seed after receipt of a signal from 
the authentication token. 

However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to utilize two-way authentication, as Kaliski teaches that it is important for source of 
each message exchanged between server and client to be authenticated in order to maintain the 
security of the overall protocol (paragraph [0055]). Therefore, once the token, or the client 
associated with the token, authenticates the source of the message from the server, it may then 
instruct the authentication entity associated with the server to replace the seed. 
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As per claim 34, Hendricks, Burnett, Yatsukawa, and Kaliski teach the method of claim 
33 as applied above. Yatsukawa further teaches the method wherein the signal comprises an 
authentication code cryptographically derived from the seed (column 11, lines 40-43, Yatsukawa 
teaches enciphering seed data by a secret key in order to generate authentication data sent from 
one party to another in order to provide authentication: Figure 13. after comparison of the 
authentication data, the client/server stores the new seed data in the place of the old one). 

15. Claims 22 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hendricks in view of Fielder and further in view of Burnett, and further in view of Scheidt et al. 
(US Pre-Grant Publication 2002/0062451) (hereinafter Scheidt). 

As per claim 22, Hendricks, Fielder, and Burnett teach the method of claim 20 as applied 
above, but do not specifically teach the method wherein the additional string comprises n 
portions C|T"|, C[2"|,... C[n], and the seed is generated by computing: 

1111- Algorithm (CI 11, C12T) 

H21 = Algorithm (II 11C13T) 

Iln-11 = Algorithm (Iln-2k Clnl) 
seed = Hn- 11, 

where Algorithm (A, B) denotes application of the cryptographic algorithm to portion B of the 
string utilizing an algorithm parameter denoted by A. 

However, Scheidt teaches the method wherein a working key is constructed from several 
pieces of information via a combiner function (paragraph [0056]). This working key functions 
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similarly to a seed, in that it is used to initialize a symmetric key cryptographic algorithm 
whereas a seed is used more specifically to initialize a pseudo-random number generator (which 
comprises of some type of cryptographic algorithm). In addition, the structure of the working key 
as taught by Scheidt is substantially similar. As such, the method to generate a working key 
could also be used to generate a seed. Scheidt teaches the working key (which may be used as a 
seed) generated by applying a combiner function such as Triple DES in CBC Mode (Figure 5). 
CBC Mode is a type of feedback mode. The algorithm claimed in 22 demonstrates a type of 
block cipher utilizing a type of feedback mode. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention that rather than using an IV as an algorithm parameter, 
the algorithm could be applied to the second portion of the string, with the first string functioning 
as the IV instead. Utilizing the first string as the first parameter eliminates the need to generate a 
separate value to be used as the IV. 

Additionally, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the teachings of Hendricks, Fielder, and Burnett with that of Scheidt, in 
order to generate a seed using such an algorithm, as utilizing "splits," or components, in the 
manner taught by Scheidt to generate a working key, may be used similarly with seed generation, 
to increase the security of the process, as the seed will not be compromised if one of the entities 
is compromised. This is important as attackers may discover keys produced using a 
pseudorandom number generator if the seed is compromised (Burnett, pp. 34). 

As per claim 26, Hendricks, Fielder, and Burnett teach the method of claim 25 as applied 
above, but do not specifically teach the method wherein the encryption operation comprises the 
AES algorithm. 
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However, Scheidt teaches the method wherein a working key is constructed from several 
pieces of information via a combiner function (paragraph [0056]). This working key functions 
similarly to a seed, in that it is used to initialize a symmetric key cryptographic algorithm 
whereas a seed is used more specifically to initialize a pseudo-random number generator (which 
comprises of some type of cryptographic algorithm). In addition, the structure of the working key 
as taught by Scheidt is substantially similar. As such, the method to generate a working key 
could also be used to generate a seed. Scheidt teaches the working key (which may be used as a 
seed) generated by applying a combiner function such as Triple DES in CBC Mode (Figure 5). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to generate a seed by repeatedly applying the AES algorithm to an additional string generated 
utilizing the first string, the second string, and the key, as AES is simply the new standard which 
was created to replace Triple DES. One would apply AES rather than Triple DES, as AES is 
more resistant to brute-force attacks and is not as slow. In addition, Scheidt teaches that any 
other symmetric key algorithm could be substituted for the Triple DES algorithm (paragraph 
[0070]). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify the teachings of Hendricks, Fielder, and Burnett with that of Scheidt, in order to use an 
encryption operation such as the AES algorithm, as utilizing "splits," or components, in the 
manner taught by Scheidt to generate a working key, may be used similarly with seed generation, 
in order to increase the security of the process, as the seed will not be compromised if one of the 
entities is compromised. This is important as attackers may discover keys produced using a 
pseudorandom number generator if the seed is compromised (Burnett, pp. 34). 
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16. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hendricks in 
view of Saito, and further in view of Schmeh (2003). 

As per claim 18, Hendricks and Saito teach the method of claim 17 as applied above, but 
do not explicitly teach the method wherein the seed generation server responsive to the 
information indicating one or more processing algorithms provides to the seed generation client 
additional information specifying one or more characteristics of the seed generation process. 

However, Schmeh teaches that one common property of a protocol is that of negotiation 
ability, in which two parties may agree on certain parameters (pp. 168). It would have been 
obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the teachings 
of Hendricks and Saito with Schmeh in order for the seed generation server to provide additional 
information specifying characteristics of the seed generation process. One would have been 
motivated to do so as utilizing negotiations in a protocol to specify characteristics of the seed 
generation process would allow for increased flexibility for performing the protocol (Schmeh, pp. 
168). 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see page 1 1 , filed December 26, 2008, with respect to the 
objections to the specification have been fully considered and are persuasive. The objections of 
the specification have been withdrawn. 
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2. Applicant's arguments, see pages 1 1-12, filed December 26, 2008, with respect to 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph of claim 15 have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. The rejection under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph of claim 15 has been 
withdrawn. 

3. Applicant's arguments, see pages 12-14, filed December 26, 2008, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1, 5, 6, 13, 19, 35-40 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) have been fully considered 
and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Hendricks. 

4. Applicant's arguments, see page 14, filed December 26, 2008, with respect to the 
rejection of dependent claims 2-34, have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to VIRGINIA HO whose telephone number is 571-270-7309. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon to Thu; 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM (Eastern). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gilberto Barron can be reached on 571-272-3799. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/VIRGINIA HO/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2432 

V.H. 



/Benjamin E Lanier/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2432 



